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PHILO 130: Introduction to Moral Philosophy                   Fall 2017 
Instructor: Professor Josh DiPaolo              Email: jdipaolo@ksu.edu 
Office: Dickens 308A                        Office Hours: T/Th 4-5 & By appointment. 
 
Course Description: Philosophy is everywhere. It’s in religion and in science. It’s in your grocery 
store, your mail, and your schools. In addition to addressing the deepest parts of your lives, it 
addresses the most lighthearted parts as well. In this course, we will learn a bit about what philosophy 
is, what its methods are, what some moral problems are, and what some prominent philosophers 
have had to say about these problems. Topics we’ll discuss include: The Philosophy of Humor; 
Morality, Religion, and Culture; Doing Good vs. Respecting Persons; Animal Ethics; Economic 
Justice and Luck; Race, Segregation, and Education.  
 
Some questions we will address:  

1.! What’s the relationship between morality and culture? What about morality and religion? 
2.! How should we reason about morality?  
3.! Is morality about doing good or respecting persons? Or both? Or neither? 
4.! What moral obligations do we have to animals and to the poor?  
5.! What is the relationship between (bad) luck and justice? 
6.! Is our society living up to the requirements of economic, educational, and racial justice?  
7.! What is racism?  

 
Big Ideas: In addition to the specific philosophical topics we’ll discuss, there are six big ideas I want 
you to take away from the course:  
 

1.! Even when your beliefs are mistaken, they seem correct. So, seeming correct isn’t a good 
guide to believing truly.  

2.! To have reliably correct beliefs, we need to reason well. And we can reason well (or poorly) 
about anything because philosophical questions are everywhere. 

3.! To reason well, we need to do more than rely solely on culture (which can be mistaken) or 
religion (which requires interpretation). We need to begin reasoning with our most confident 
beliefs, testing them for plausibility and consistency.  

4.! Morality may be more demanding than you might have thought.  
5.! How we should behave in an imperfect world can differ from how we should behave in a 

perfect world.  
 
Learning Objectives: In this course, you will:  

•! Search for complexity and plausibility where you expect simplicity and implausibility.  
•! Question arguments for conclusions with which you agree.  
•! Develop a disposition for finding the philosophical in the familiar.  
•! Uncover philosophical questions about your own discipline.  
•! Experience the social side of philosophical inquiry.  
•! Develop important intellectual virtues (e.g., humility and honesty).  
•! Learn what philosophers have said about some important philosophical problems.  

 
Texts: All readings will be available on Canvas. You should bring hard or digital copies to class.    
 
Some of my thoughts on grades: Concern for grades interferes with learning. There’s lots of 
evidence that students who care primarily about learning – about raising questions, discovering 
answers to those questions, making connections, and so on – do much better in college than those 
who focus primarily on grades. If I were sure that you would learn without the promise or threat of 
certain grades, I would give you all A’s and we could dedicate our time and energy in this class solely 
to learning philosophy without the distraction of grades. Unfortunately, for all sorts of reasons, that’s 
not how things are. Many students care more about grades than about learning, especially in a 
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required, low-level gen ed course like this one. If I were to give you all A’s right from the start, many 
of you would learn very little in this class. So, although I wish I could, I won’t.  
 
Instead, I’ve created a more realistic, but unusual grading policy that has some of the benefits of the 
“everyone gets an A from the start” policy. I’ve mixed traditional assignments (like exams and 
reading quizzes) with less traditional ones. The point of these assignments isn’t to sort you into A-, 
B-, and C-students. That’s not my job. My job is to help you learn. And that’s what I think my 
grading policy does. It also gives you some choice. This is your education. You will get out of it what 
you put into it. If you take the assignments seriously, you can learn a lot in this class, and you’ll get an 
A. If you don’t take the assignments seriously, you might not learn much. Even then, if you pass the 
assignments, you’ll pass the class.  
 
This policy may stress some of you out. It’s different. But trust me. This difference is good. Failing 
the class will be very difficult. Getting an A will be challenging, but doable for everyone, if you focus 
on the learning. However, if you really feel uncomfortable with this way of grading, feel free to 
discuss it with me.  
 
Grade Policy 

 
 
You will receive a C (before grade reducers are taken into account) exactly if:  

1.! Pass both Exam 1 and Exam 2.  
2.! Pass both Philosophy in Life Post 1 and Philosophy in Life Post 2. 
3.! Pass the Philosophy of X assignment.  

 

 
 
You will receive a D (before grade reducers are taken into account) exactly if:  

•! You don’t meet one or two of 1-3 

 
You will receive an A (before grade reducers are taken into account) exactly if you:  

1.! Pass both Exam 1 and Exam 2.  
2.! Pass both Philosophy in Life Post 1 and Philosophy in Life Post 2.  
3.! Pass the Philosophy of X assignment.  

 
4.! Pass one Additional Assignment. 
5.! Participate regularly.  
6.! Receive 2 “Exceptional” marks.   

 

 
You will receive a B (before grade reducers are taken into account) in this class exactly if you:  

1.! Pass both Exam 1 and Exam 2.  
2.! Pass both Philosophy in Life Post 1 and Philosophy in Life Post 2.  
3.! Pass the Philosophy of X assignment.  

 
4.! Pass one Additional Assignment.   
5.! Participate regularly.  
6.! Receive 1 “Exceptional” mark.  
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You will receive an F if: 

•! You don’t meet three of 1-3  
 

 
 
Grade Reducers 

•! If you have 5 more or more absences, your grade will be reduced by one letter grade.  
•! If you fail 3 or more quizzes (after retakes), your grade will be reduced by one letter grade. 

 
Check the *Assignment Guide* on Canvas for more details about assignments.  
 
Required Assignments 
Attendance: You won’t do well in this course if you don’t attend. So, attendance is required. I will 
take attendance before the break and after the break. If you’re absent for both, you will have two 
absences. If you’re absent for only one, you will have only one absence.  
 
To find out what you missed when you miss class, come to office hours or ask: 
 

1.! ____________________________________________ 
 

2.! ____________________________________________ 
 

3.! ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Exams: You will take two exams in this course. Most students have never taken a philosophy class 
before. This can translate into anxiety about the nature of a philosophy exam. The exams will not be 
based on your opinions, rather they test your understanding of the philosophers, positions, and 
readings we discuss in class. They will mix true/false and multiple choice questions with short answer 
questions. They are meant to provide you with more incentive to reflect on the material, to assess 
your grasp of the readings and in-class discussions, and to allow you to demonstrate what you’ve 
learned.  
 
The exams are take-home exams. Submit them on Canvas by 11:59 PM on the days they’re due.  
 
Reading Quizzes: There will be 7 in-class reading quizzes, each consisting of 4 multiple choice or 
true/false questions. To Pass the quiz, you must answer three or four answers correctly. If you 
answer fewer than three questions correctly the first time, you may retake the quiz during the next 
class period. Your final score for each quiz will be the highest score you earn.1  
 
Participation: I think of a college class like a team. I’m the coach or the captain, but we’re all 
members of the team trying to achieve the same goal: critical engagement with the course material. 

                                                        
1 A Note on Reading Philosophy: Reading philosophy is difficult. Unlike many texts you’ll read in college, most 
philosophical texts are not written for students. Comprehending difficult texts is a skill. It’s not one I expect you to have 
already, but it is one I want you to develop during this course. Over the semester, if you put in the effort, you will find that 
it will be easier to understand the readings. And if you can understand philosophical texts, you can understand just about 
anything. The Reading Quizzes will help you develop this skill because they will force you to think about the reading 
material. For tips on reading philosophy, see these links:  

•! http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/reading.html 
•! https://www4.uwsp.edu/philosophy/dwarren/IntroBook/GettingStarted%5CReadingWritingPhilosophy%5Cre

ading%20philosophy.htm    
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As with other teams, we must all do our part. If any of us regularly fails to do their part, the whole 
team will suffer. You expect me to come to class every day prepared to teach. Likewise, I expect you 
to come to class every day prepared to learn. As members of this class, we owe each other the 
fulfillment of these expectations. Sometimes you will need motivation and I will do my best to 
provide it. If I am failing to meet your expectations, please tell me (respectfully).  
 
Ways to Participate 

1.! Ask questions about the readings or lectures.  
2.! Answer questions when asked.  
3.! Contribute your perspective to a discussion.  
4.! Raise objections to arguments.  
5.! Mention a relevant life experience at an appropriate time.  
6.! Discuss course material with me after class or during office hours.  

 
Philosophy in Life Posts: Philosophy is everywhere. These assignments are meant to help you 
notice it. You will complete two “philosophy in life” posts in discussion forums on Canvas. For 
these assignments, you will write about how what you’ve learned or thought about in this course 
connects up with some aspect of your life. You will also read and comment on some of your peers’ 
posts.  
 
Philosophy of X Assignment: Whatever your major, there are philosophical questions in your field. 
For this assignment, you will attempt to uncover some of those questions and informally report your 
findings back to the class.  
 
Additional Assignments 
To receive a grade of B or better in this class, you must Pass at least one Additional Assignment.  
 
Cave Project: This assignment is meant to give you an opportunity to reflect on something that 
interests you, while attempting to understand as far as possible the position of people with whom 
you strongly disagree. You will consider some philosophical, political, or moral issue that you care 
deeply about, examining some belief or stance on this issue that others have that you find very 
implausible. You will research and attempt to uncover what’s plausible in the other side of the dispute.  
 
Agree with the Conclusion, Disagree with the Argument: One very important lesson I want you 
to learn about logical reasoning is that there are bad arguments for true conclusions. This means even 
if we agree with an argument’s conclusion, we must still scrutinize the argument itself. For this 
assignment, you will talk with likeminded people about some belief you share. You will ask these 
people why they think this belief is true. Once you hear an argument you disagree with, you’ll explain 
that argument in writing and explain why you think the argument is flawed even though you think 
the conclusion is true.   
 
What’s Missing?: There’s always another side to the story, another piece of relevant evidence, or 
another consideration that makes a difference to the truth. These assignments ask you to look for 
those other sides, pieces of evidence, and considerations. Find something in the media, in class, in 
the course readings, that you think is missing something. It fails to take some relevant consideration 
into account. Explain the issue, explain what it fails to take into account, explain how it makes a 
difference.  
 
Your Culture and Your Beliefs: What is some philosophical, political, or moral belief you have that 
differs from your parents? What made you think differently? What is some philosophical belief you 
have that is the same as your parents? Do you believe it just because they raised you to believe it or 
for some other reason? For this assignment, you’ll answer these questions in detail.  
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Philosophy in Art: Find a passage in a poem, novel, play, song, or some visual piece of art that 
relates to course material. Provide the passage, a link to the song, a picture of the visual art, etc., and 
explain how it relates to the course. (Submitting your own art as part of this assignment is welcome!) 
 
Other: You may propose other “Additional Assignments.” If you want to do this, you’ll need to 
explain to me how it helps meet one of the course learning objectives.  
 
Safety Submission: To get an A or a B, you must pass one Additional Assignment. You may submit 
one more Additional Assignment. If you do and if you do not pass the second exam by a small 
margin, a passing safety submission will change your second exam score to a pass.  
 
Communication  
Office Hours: I will have regular office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout the semester. 
This means I will be available in my office to discuss course material (or other issues). If my 
scheduled office hours aren’t convenient, feel free to schedule a different time to meet.  
 
You can benefit from discussing course material outside of class. True story: During the first half of 
last semester, one of my students – call him Al – never came to office hours. He earned one of the 
lowest grades on the midterm. Then he started coming to office hours regularly. Right before the 
final, Al said to me, “I wish I had come to office hours all semester.” He ended up getting one of the 
highest grades on the final. Don’t be like Al! Don’t wait! The course material is difficult to grasp. 
Don’t expect to understand everything right away. Don’t be shy about talking to me about something 
you don’t understand. And don’t overestimate how well you understand the material!  
 
Contact Policy: Aside from my office hours, I’m most easily reached at the email address above. I 
check my email frequently and will respond promptly within 24 hours to most inquiries. If you have 
a question about the course mechanics or schedule, please check the syllabus before 
emailing me. While I will most likely read your email within a couple hours of its being sent, I may 
not reply immediately. If you do not receive a reply within 24 hours, please talk to me in class or send 
another email as a reminder.  
 
Electronic Devices��
I strongly recommend writing notes by hand, keeping laptops and phones in your bags. There is lots 
of evidence that suggests this will help you learn more. That being said, laptops are permitted in class, 
but must be used solely for class purposes. Browsing Facebook, catching all of the Pokemon, playing 
poker, and commenting on animal pictures are not allowed. You may use them to take notes and 
look at the readings. That’s it! I will prohibit laptops if they are not being used for class purposes.  
 
Conduct  
All student activities in the University, including this course, are governed by the Student Judicial 
Conduct Code as outlined in the Student Governing Association By Laws, Article V, Section 3, 
number 2. Students who engage in behavior that disrupts the learning environment may be asked to 
leave the class.  
 
Cheating and Plagiarism  
If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing in this course, you will receive an XF as your final grade for 
the course. You’ll also be required to take the K-State Development and Integrity Course.  
 
Completing this course will remove the X from your record, but not the F. Here is the university’s 
official statement on Academic Honesty:  
 

Kansas State University has an Honor and Integrity System based on personal integrity, 
which is presumed to be sufficient assurance that, in academic matters, one's work is 
performed honestly and without unauthorized assistance. Undergraduate and graduate 
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students, by registration, acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Honor and Integrity System. 
The policies and procedures of the Honor and Integrity System apply to all full and part-
time students enrolled in undergraduate and graduate courses on-campus, off- campus, and 
via distance learning. The Honor and Integrity System website can be reached via the 
following URL: www.k-state.edu/honor. A component vital to the Honor and Integrity 
System is the inclusion of the Honor Pledge which applies to all assignments, examinations, 
or other course work undertaken by students. The Honor Pledge is implied, whether or not 
it is stated: "On my honor, as a student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid 
on this academic work." A grade of XF can result from a breach of academic honesty. The F 
indicates failure in the course; the X indicates the reason is an Honor Pledge violation.  

 
Feel free to ask before completing assignments whether some behavior counts as cheating or 
plagiarism.  
 
Disabilities  
I will do my best to help students with disabilities or learning challenges succeed in this course. 
Students with disabilities who need classroom accommodations, access to technology, or information 
about emergency building/campus evacuation processes should contact the Student Access Center 
and/or their instructor. Services are available to students with a wide range of disabilities including, 
but not limited to, physical disabilities, medical conditions, learning disabilities, attention deficit 
disorder, depression, and anxiety. If you are a student enrolled in campus/online courses through the 
Manhattan or Olathe campuses, contact the Student Access Center at accesscenter@k-state.edu, 785-
532-6441; for K-State Polytechnic campus, contact Academic and Student Services at 
polytechnicadvising@ksu.edu or call 785-826-2974.  
 

Tentative Schedule 
 

Week 1       Reading 
10/12: Introductions, Allegory of the Cave  None 

 
 

Week 3       Reading 
10/24: Moral Reasoning, Doing Good   Berg, Singer 
10/26: Doing Good     Le Guin 

Assignments 
10/24: Quiz 2 

 
Week 4       Reading 
10/31: Spooky Exam!!  SUBMIT ON CANVAS              None 
11/2: Kantian Ethics     Chapman 
 
Assignments 
10/31: Exam 1 
11/2: Quiz 3 
11/2: Philosophy in Life Post 1 

Week 2       Reading 
10/17: Humor, Conceptual Analysis, and Arguments  Logic Lecture 
10/19: Morality, Culture, and Religion    Shafer-Landau Chs. 19, 5 

Assignments 
10/19: Quiz 1 
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Week 5       Reading 
11/7: Animal Ethics and the Moral Community  Norcross 
11/9: Philosophy of X Discussion 

Assignments 
11/7: Quiz 4 
11/8: Philosophy of X Assignment (Submitted Online, Discussed Following Day in Class) 

 
Week 6       Reading 
11/14: Economic Justice                 None 
11/16: Economic Justice                 Swift 

Assignments 
11/16: Quiz 5 

 
Week 7:       Reading 
11/21: FALL BREAK                                                         None 
11/23: FALL BREAK 

 
Week 8:       Reading 
11/28: Race, Segregation, and Education               Massey 
11/30: Race, Education, and Capital   Willingham, Anderson 

Assignments 
11/28: Quiz 6 
11/28: Additional Assignment Due 
11/30: Quiz 7 

 
Week 9:       Reading 
12/5: Students’ Choice     TBD 
12/7: Exam 2 SUBMIT ON CANVAS 

Assignments 
12/4: Philosophy in Life Post 2 
12/7: Exam 2 

 


